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Performer Bios 

In the distinguished sphere of classical music, Cee E. Adamson 
(she/they/Mx.) stands as a beacon of versatility and excellence, 
seamlessly weaving together her roles as an opera singer, voice 
teacher, choral director, and arts administrator with grace and 
passion. 

Cee occupies a fluid place as an operatic talent, capable of 
treading the beguiling and liminal space between the countertenor 
and mezzo-soprano, and her vocal versatility has been well 
showcased in roles as Oberon in Benjamin Britten's A Midsummer 
Night's Dream, Giulio Cesare in Handel's Giulio Cesare, The 
Sorceress in Purcell's Dido and Aeneas, and tragic and comic roles 

from Mercedes in Carmen to Florence Pike in Albert Herring. Cee was also requested to 
appear as a featured supernumerary in Glimmerglass Opera’s production of Philip 
Glass’s Orphée. 

Throughout her journey, Cee has remained steadfast in her dedication to the power of music 
to uplift, inspire, and unite. Her contributions to the world of classical music, both as a 
performer and as a mentor, serve as a testament to her unwavering commitment to artistic 
excellence and her profound belief in the transformative potential of the arts. 

Cee has recently completed the Doctor of Musical Arts in Vocal Performance at the University 
of Washington, where she studied with Dr. Carrie Shaw. She holds a secondary proficiency in 
Choral Conducting, having studied with Geoffrey Boers and Giselle Wyers. Before the 
University of Washington, Cee studied at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama (UK), where 
she earned the Master of Music and the Master of Performance degrees and was designated 
a Guildhall Artist. Her other education includes coursework towards the MBA in Leadership & 
Legal Studies from Northern Kentucky University, the Advanced Artist Diploma and Master of 
Music from Shenandoah Conservatory at Shenandoah University, and undergraduate 
degrees in music, theatre arts, accounting, and management from Franklin Pierce University. 

Isabelle Villanueva is a Junior pursuing a double degree in Vocal Performance and 
Psychology, with a passion for merging these fields to explore music-based therapies in 
Pediatric Psychology. Under the mentorship of Dr. Carrie Shaw, she has achieved recognition 



as a five-time Puget Sound NATS champion. Isabelle also 
serves as a research assistant under the mentorship of Dr. 
Cynthia Levine in the Culture, Health, and Diversity Lab, 
where she works to address healthcare disparities.  
In addition to her academic pursuits, Isabelle works with 
World Relief Western Washington, providing direct assistance 
to newly released detainees from the ICE Detention Center to 
support their transition into the U.S. Recently, she played 
Venus in Haydn's Philemon und Baucis (2023), and Hansel in 
Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel (2025). Isabelle’s Junior 
Degree Recital is scheduled for May 2025. 

 
Steve Swanson (he/him) is a pianist newly based at the 
University of Washington after a career in the Twin Cities of 
Minnesota. An active freelancer, Steve frequently collaborates 
with choirs, vocalists, and instrumentalists. Choirs he has 
accompanied include The Singers, VocalPoint, One Voice 
Mixed Chorus, Singers in Accord, Chorus Polaris, and the 
Minnesota All-State Choirs, as well as numerous high-school 
and college choirs throughout the Minneapolis area. He 
recorded his first album of art song, "Songs from the Heart" 
with soprano Melissa Holm-Johansen, in 2020. He graduated 
from Concordia College in 2004 and obtained a Master of 
Music degree in Collaborative Piano & Coaching from the 
University of Minnesota in 2010. 


